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work on. The despotism of sensual passions
weighed on Louis XV's memory and formed its
character.

Turning to forbidden pleasures after a marriage
consummated at the age of fifteen, tired of a wife
worn out with bearing so many children and in-
capable of satisfying his imperious physical de-
mands, the king let himself be led away by prac-
tised guides. Richelieu and Bachelier opened to
him the road to an immoral life; these heralds of
vice had initiated him, not without having to
overcome a certain timidity, even repulsion, on
his part, that came from the teachings of Mme de
Ventadour and Cardinal Fleury. In his career
along the easy pleasant path of pleasure, Louis XV
had been given as acknowledged mistresses the
Nesle sisters; intelligent, ambitious and by no
means reluctant, they had spared nothing to
satisfy their thirst for honours and rewards, and
to associate in their personal triumph a jealous,
greedy and imperious class.

Stormy loves amid universal curiosity, tragic
loves when death came once and again to destroy
them, loves unsatisfied, mingled with remorse and
repentance.

The king certainly cherished Mme de Mailly and
the proud Duchesse de Chateauroux; he mourned
them; but what impression did they leave on his
fickle inconstant heart? Very little; oblivion soon
wiped their memory from his mind; they had been
only a pleasant episode in his love life, nothing
more.